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DE. DEALS HOME (GOVERNOR'S MANSION) 
421 QAeen City Avenue, 

Tuaoaloosa,  Taocalooaa fioioaty, Alabama* 

Owner ship, 

Present Owners        Dr.  Seaborn 33* Deal* 

Previous Ownnerss Captain James fi« Bearing* 
Hichard L Lewis. 
Gov. A* P. Bagby» 
Bar* Benjamin Sykes* 
B* N. Harris*, 
Cornelia £• fommervillo* 
Dr. J. L* Viiliamaon. 

Sate of Erectioai        1336* 
'I.II W-..II. II «ll >   I    I   I    .11   m 

Architect*        Unknown* 

Builder t James H* Bearing* 

Present Pond it ion i  Yery good* 

Huaoer of Stories t  Two* 
^—■»——»■■ j—— 

.Materials of Oonstrwtiom Greek Bevlvalj two story masonry % 
six Ionic coiunma* 

Other Hoisting Beoordst 

Birmingham Kerns, February 24, 1935. 

"CHAM OF OLD STAIRCASES RE9AIKKD" 
By $• fal'tar Mrl&arit, |Isirlct (ttfioer, HABS. 

Seet "HISfOBIO HM OP ALABAMA & THEIR SBABiaSars* 
By Alabama Members of Kational League of American 
Pen Women* 
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Additional Datat $r* Seal's home ©£ro^aejyf]xJ3aia»ii locally 
as "The Govenor's Mansion",    It was never the property of the 
state hut was owned and occupied for a time by Gov. A. ?• ^agby* 
For many years the home of Judge Sommerville of the TJ. 3. Supreme 
Gourt» 

Architecturally speaking,    the house is a 
"beautiful example of the Classic   Revival,    One immediately netices 
the low hip-roof of the period, the Mam fan-light,    the panelled 
doors*    and the tall Ionic columns of exquisite workmanship*    $he 
pure whiteness of the outside plastering, shaded by evergreens 
and fine old trees, gives all the beauty of effect that was planned 
by its first owner,    Captain James H« Bearing,    in 1829* 

One feature of this home deserves special 
mention,    its frswtllVl Qel~m\i*fl1 door cannot fail to attract the 
attention of any one with an eye for architectural beauty.    It is 
a modest entrance,    this portal,    with Its two solid wooden doors, 
its narrow outlook windows on each side,    and its curved transom; 
hut so perfect is the proportion,    so fine the arrangement of detail, 
that it is a thing of beauty* 

Source of Material> James A. Andrews 
* University, J^Lahama* 

Compiled by; Katharine Floyd. 
Auburn, Alabama, 

improved? S* Walter Burkhardt, district Officer, HABS. 
Auburn, Alabama. 

Pate*    11-12*1936. 

i?,.,.£w i*.2*njt*? 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ADDENDUM TO 
DFARING-BAGBY HOUSE 
(Doctor Deal House) 
(Governor's Mansion) 
(University Club) 

HABS No. AL-2 30 

Location: 

Date of 
Construction: 

Description: 

Project 
Information: 

Significance 

421 Queen City Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. 

1834 

This Greek Revival style house, constructed 
of brick (stuccoed and scored to resemble 
stone), features a full-length hexastyle 
Ionic portico.  Interiors feature a center- 
hall plan and Colonial Revival woodwork added 
in the 1920s.  John J. Webster served as 
master-builder; William Nichols may possibly 
have been the architect of the property. 

This report is based on written documentation 
donated by the Birmingham Historical Society, 
reformatted to HABS/HAER guidelines 

Associated with James Dearing, early Warrior 
River navigator/merchant whose steamboat and 
early trip up the Warrior led to the naming 
of the major Southern waterway. 



DEARING-BAGBY HOUSE 
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Steamboat captain James H. Dearing built the first home in 
Tuscaloosa with a monumental Ionic-columned portico in 1834.  The 
Federal style structure employed many of the architectural 
features of the Capitol Building which it faced.  The residence, 
reported to cost $34,000, set the style for the finer houses in 
Tuscaloosa.  Dearing (1787-1861), a North Carolina native and 
enterprising merchant, built a steamboat "the Tom Bigbie" and 
made what is said to be the second trip up the Warrior River in 
1816 to the site of the early city.  Here he established a 
storehouse.  Energetic and aggressive, Dearing also engaged 
himself in experimental agriculture as well as building and 
running steamboats and steam-mills.  He served as director of the 
State Bank.  He is said to have built this house as a present for 
his wife, Julia Searcy (1800-1850), but unruly university 
students destroyed the family's pleasure in living there.  They 
lived here several years before moving to a plantation in Hale 
County. 

Arthur Bagby, Governor of Alabama from 183 7 to 1841 and later 
U.S. Senator and Minister to Russia, resided in the house during 
his term as governor.  Prominent Tuscaloosa residents Mr. and 
Mrs. H. D. Warner purchased the residence in 1944 for use by the 
University of Alabama as a faculty club. 

Sources Consulted 

HABS, 1936 

Tuscaloosa County Site Surveyr   p. 104 

Gamble, Robert; The Alabama Catalog, p. 353 

Little Robert Irving, History of the University Club Building and 
Siter University of Alabama Library, 1950. 

Smith, William R., Reminiscences of a Long Life, Vol. I, 1889, 
pp. 96-100 

Stewart, John Craig, Governors of Alabama 


